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That limerick contest -

We had quite a few limericks 

entered into our contest. Several 

are featured here ... there is still 

time to enter. Feeling poetic?
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Details of  the first LWRA 

meeting in 2013 ... plus, guess 

who came to dinner on a dark 

and dreary April evening.
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First trip to Limerick 

Sixth generation of  the Walter 

family makes her first trip to 

Limerick Lake on the May long  

weekend of  2013.
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Urban Refugees

Stained glass restoration 

specialists finally take the leap 

and move to Bancroft. They can 

put colour into cottage windows.
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  I don't ever remember so many mosquitoes! I'm 
not sure if this is because the changes that arrive 
with each season always seem to surprise me or 
because there truly are gazillions of skeeters out 
this Spring. Regardless,  it's good to get back for 
another season on the lakes.
  I am returning to the president's role again for a 
single year. You may recall that I backed out after 
only one year of my two year duty back in 2011. 
My newborn son was the reason for this. I am 
forever grateful to Alan Coxwell for stepping in 
to fulfill the responsibility. Now that his duty is 
complete, Alan will have more time to visit with 
the flying squirrels that frequent his cottage.
  2012 witnessed great changes to the LWRA 
directors group. Three long time directors, Bob 
Mofford, Bob Bennett, and Linda Shepherd have 
all resigned/retired. On behalf on the LWRA, I 
wish to thank each of them for their contributions 
over many, many years. In recognition of their 
efforts, all of these directors have been 
designated as Honourable Lifetime Directors. We 
hope that we can continue to rely on them for 
support and advice in the years to come.
  There are several new faces that the association 
has been happy to welcome as directors in the 
past few years. You are invited to come out and 
meet them at LWRA's upcoming Annual General 
Meeting (Saturday, June 29 @ 10:30 a.m.) and 
Picnic (Saturday, August 3).  I am excited about 
the energy of this group and look forward to 
continuing to work with them.

Please see  “New chapter” on Page 2

“Captain” Bob Mofford and his 10-year-old grandson Jackson sailed under the 
pirates’ skull-and-crossbones flag in the 2012 Brian Cofell Memorial Sailboat 
Races held annually on the Sunday afternoon of the August long weekend. 
Brian’s brother-in-law Rick McDonnell crafted the trophy to be awarded to the 
youngest sailor crossing the finish line each year. Jackson Mofford is the first 
recipient. Brian’s Prindle 16 Catamaran sailboat became a fixture on Limerick 
Lake with its 24-foot mast and white hulls flying multi-coloured sails that could 
not be missed. The hand-crafted trophy is constructed from select hardwoods 
with Canadian Maple hulls, birch mast and Brazilian Rosewood sails mounted 
onto a North American Walnut base. Let the winds blow in 2013.

Jackson Mofford first to be awarded trophy

http://www.lwra.ca
http://www.lwra.ca
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LWRA President:
Melanie Hamilton Porter
551 Bay Lake Road, Gen. Del.
L’Amable, Ontario,  K0L 2L0
(613) 332-5913

Past President:
Alan Coxwell
R.R. #3
Stirling, Ontario, K0K 3E0
(613) 474-0773

Secretary:
Kimberly Carson
4242 4th Line 
Cookstown, Ontario

Treasurer:
Mary Argue
71 Victoria Park Ave.
Toronto, ON  M4E 3S2
(416) 686-6778 or 747-2896

Vice President:
Brad Rooney
4 Corianne Ave.
Brooklin, Ontario
905-655-7327

Directors:
• Paul Clarke
• David Horne
• John Cairns
• Brad Rooney
• Jan MacKillican
• Ehren McCracken
• George Offshack

Honourable

Life Members:
• Cec Mcbeth
• Doris Poirier
• Jim Taylor
• Victor Smith

• Bob Mofford
• Linda Sheppard
• Bob Bennett

New chapter on Trident backlot development
Continued from Page 1

We are also into a new chapter with the 
Trident development. Now that a subdivision 
agreement has been signed it is up to the 
developer to meet all of the conditions 
required in order to begin any building. 
Though the developer had wanted to begin 
building this Spring, there have been no 
building permits issued to date. It seems that 
many of the roads were put in the wrong 
place. Therefore they are busy moving roads 
around. Along with all the trees they've cut 
down, more road building doesn't bode well 
for the ecosystem in the area. The good news 
is that we have a very strong Limerick 

Township Council right now. This council 
intends to enforce all of the conditions 
required before any building permits are 
issued. The LWRA will be in continued 
contact with our Reeve, Dave Golem, in 
order to keep our membership informed and 
up to date.

I'm keeping my fingers crossed our cold 
Spring is leading into a hot Summer. I've 
already loaded up on sunscreen, sun hats, 
cold beverages and delicious snacks. I'm 
ready for another incredible summer at the 
most wonderful place on Earth. See you 
there!

Sincerely,   Melanie Hamilton Porter

Immediately following the 2012 Brian Cofell Memorial Sailboat Race, Brian’s brother-
in-law, Rick McDonnell (left) and Brian’s mother Helen were on hand to present 10-
year-old Jackson Mofford with the trophy for the youngest sailor to finish the race.   

Elizabeth, the sister of one of the group that 
have been having a Poker and Fishing weekend 
at Limerick for the past 36 years, wrote this 
poem in Brian Cofell’s memory. There were 
seven in the group, all in high school together. 
They started this when Del Hiatt was still 
owner of Limerick Lodge, even before the 
Cofell’s had their cottage on Limerick Lake. 

He’s the gentle breeze that softly blows
and the sunlight on your face that glows.
He’s in the morning rise at start of dawn
and the cool dew so ever calm.
He’s in the sunset rich at edge of night
and evening star that shines so bright.
He is never far, always near
Keep him close, he’s always here.

In Remembrance of Brian Cofell 
at Limerick Lake

http://www.lwra.ca
http://www.lwra.ca
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You are invited to help track the loons on our lakes

Common Loons have returned to Canadian lakes for another 
nesting season. Hundreds of volunteers for Bird Studies Canada’s 
Canadian Lakes Loon Survey are also returning to their lakes – to 
monitor Common Loons and to educate lake users on loon and lake 
conservation.

With more than 80% of the world’s Common Loon population 
breeding in our country, Canadians have a critical role to play in 
conserving and monitoring loons. Each summer volunteers 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e C a n a d i a n L a k e s L o o n S u r v e y 
(www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/clls). Surveyors monitor loons’ 
breeding success and undertake conservation activities to help 
protect wildlife, waterbirds and especially loons,  which build their 
nests very close to the water’s edge, on Canadian lakes. 

Bird Studies Canada (BSC) is extremely grateful to all loon 
surveyors for their outstanding work.  On Limerick and St. Ola 
lakes Patrick and Linda Sheppard have monitored loon populations 
for many years and would appreciate any assistance other cottagers 
can offer in 2013. BSC staff are currently analyzing the 30+ years 
of loon survey data for an upcoming report. The results are 
impressive: more than 4,500 lakes have been surveyed for at least 
one year, with an average of over 500 lakes surveyed each year, 
between 1981 and 2011. This translates into information for nearly 
19,000 breeding attempts by pairs, enabling scientists to detect 
trends in the numbers of chicks produced over time. This large and 
extremely useful dataset would not exist without the valued help of 
Canadian Lakes Loon Survey participants. Bird Studies Canada is 
eager to share the report later this year, and to say a big “Thank 
You!” to all the volunteers who have helped support loon 
conservation over the last three decades.

 Survey Participants Needed:
Even with more than 600 participants nationwide annually, there 

are still many undersurveyed lakes.  The Canadian Lakes Loon 
Survey is a great opportunity for volunteers to help lake 
conservation and loon research while enjoying their favourite 
lakes.  To participate,  visit the lake map athttp://goo.gl/NGtI2, 
choose a lake that you regularly spend time on, then register as a 
participating member online at www.birdscanada.org/shopping/
shop.jsp. For more information, contact Kathy Jones at 
volunteer@birdscanada.org or 1-888-448-2473 ext. 124, or visit 
www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/clls.

 Help Protect Lakes and Loons
At the lakeside, you can help breeding loons and other waterbirds 

by following these tips: avoid adult loons, chicks and nests; when 
boating, steer clear of shoreline areas that show evidence of loon 
activity; keep pets leashed; dispose of garbage properly to prevent 
ingestion by loons and to avoid feeding nest predators such as gulls 
and raccoons.

 The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey is a self-supporting program, 
so participants need to purchase a Bird Studies Canada 
membership. Membership fees cover the costs of materials,  data 
processing and management, and program administration. 
Additional costs, such as special reports, educational materials, and 
program outreach are covered by other funding sources. Special 
thanks to TD Friends of the Environment Foundation and the 
Kenneth M. Molson Foundation for supporting 2012 outreach and 
educational activities and the 2012 report.

 

Bird Studies Canada (www.birdscanada.org) administers 
regional, national, and international research and monitoring 
programs that advance the understanding, appreciation and 
conservation of wild birds and their habitats.  We are Canada’s 
national body for bird conservation and science, and we are a non-
governmental charitable organization.

 For further information contact:
Kathy Jones, 
Canadian Lakes Loon Survey Volunteer Coordinator
Bird Studies Canada
519-586-3531 ext. 124
volunteer@birdscanada.org
www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/clls
 

FACT SHEET
 The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey was developed three decades ago, 
as “dead”  lakes caused by acid rain were being discovered in central 
and northern Ontario. It  quickly grew into a national research program 
that  assesses the long-term health of Common Loons and the lakes 
on which they depend.
  Loons are excellent indicators of broader lake health. Loon 
reproductive success can help  us understand how lake acidification 
and other stressors are affecting fish stocks and aquatic life.
 Each summer, hundreds of Canadian Lakes Loon Survey participants 
watch their lakes at least once in June for signs of nesting, once in 
July  for chicks, and once more in August to see whether the chicks 
survive long enough for their first flight. The surveyors submit their 
observations to Bird Studies Canada.
 Data collected through the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey over many 
years suggest that acid and mercury levels in lakes decrease loon 
chick survival. As well, loon productivity has been consistently higher 
in western regions of Canada (British Columbia, Yukon, and the 
Prairies) than in the east (Ontario, Québec, and Atlantic Canada).
  Ongoing threats facing loons across Canada include increased 
boating activity, water level fluctuations, contaminants and habitat loss 
due to shoreline development.  The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey and 
its  participants believe educating lake users is the most effective 
safeguard for loon populations. 
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The Limerick Challenge for all poetic cottagers ...
In our December 2012 LWRA Newsletter we challenged limerick 
writers around the lakes to send us their best bawdy verse. Few 
were very bawdy but we had quite a number of interesting entries. 
Below are a few samples. All will be read anonymously at the June 
29 Board of Directors meeting where a vote will be taken for the 
best. The winner will be announced at the Annual General Meeting 
which follows at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, June 29 at Limerick Lodge.  
The promised prize, “something well-aged which comes in a bottle 

and has a distinctive Irish taste” will be awarded as soon as we can 
track down the poet ...  unless of course they are seated at the 
AGM. If you missed the notice of this contest in the last 
Newsletter, and you are sitting on the dock staring out at the lake 
when a limerick pops into your head,  just send it along today to 
alancoxwell@gmail.com It’s never too late to pick up that pen! We 
shall keep the poets’  identities a secret for now so that it does not 
colour the judges’ judgement.

Hello Mr. Editor:
  As I wait for the Christmas turkey to 
thaw, my mind has shifted to my 
goal  of becoming one of Canada's 
great poets. Move over Earl Birney, 
Leonard Cohen, Irving Layton and 
Stompin' Tom! So here is my limerick 
for the Limerick Lake Limerick 
Writers’ Challenge:
 
I am trying to be quite poetic
But my work is truly pathetic
And I'm suffering from vertigo
Choosing where words should go
Cottagers!  Get me a medic!
 
Cheers!
From Mephisto Lake

The water laps over the rock
We watch the sun set from a dock
The call of the loon
By the light of the moon
Makes us forget such a thing as a clock.

Our marina is fun to explore
Lots of friendly folk inside the door
You can buy bread and milk,
Even cloths made of silk,
Inside walls covered with fish-lore

There was a young lady from St. Ola
Who was known to sip rye and cola
On Jimmy Wood’s marina porch
She sat holding her torch
For a man with plenty of monola

There once was a man from PA
Who would frequent the lake for a stay
He said to his kin
With a bright wide grin
The marina's for sale and I'll pay

Cottage life isn't only a tune
Round the campfire beneath the moon
Can you forget the outhouse?
Have you seen the house-mouse
Or squirrel that's moved into your room?

There once was an old man from Kitchener
Who dated a girl with some bitch in her
You'd best take me out,
Or I'll give you a clout,
So they saw South Pacific by Michener

Drinking much coffee killed MacGiver
A fifty-cup nine-to-fiver
He was so high and wired
That the hearse they had hired
Let him sit up front with the driver

Many a cottager knows
Simple docks can be full of woes
They get broken by ice
And have a certain vice
They travel during winter's snows!

What ever happened to using real dew worms for bait? The above photo, taken just 
a few weeks ago, shows what a neighbour found in the stomach of a lake trout he 
caught off his dock on Limerick Lake. While cleaning it for dinner he opened its 
stomach to see what it had been eating. Inside were four big rubber worms, two 
hooks and some fishline. Exactly how the trout managed to survive with all of this 
artificial bait in its stomach is a mystery. Considering the rows of such bait you see in 
Canadian Tire and other bait stores there must be a lot of fish swimming around in 
our lakes with stomachs full of this indigestible junk. Can’t be a good thing.

http://www.lwra.ca
http://www.lwra.ca
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Everything that happened at the first LWRA meeting of 2013

Your Newsletter editor is one of those “last out - first in” type cottagers so it was still 
pretty cool in the evenings and dark by dinner time when I made it up  the lake in 
April of 2013. One evening while enjoying my dinner by candlelight I had a visitor 
join me. He came quietly around from the back side of the wooden knob  on the 
pepper grinder and stretched out to bask in the warmth and light of my candle. The 
conversation didn’t change much, but it is always fun to have guests for dinner.

May 19, 2013 Minutes
A t t e n d a n c e : E h r e n M c C r a c k e n , J a n 
MacKillican, Alan Coxwell, David Horne, Mel 
Hamilton, Kimberly Carson
1.0  Opening Remarks: Mel Hamilton
  Mel welcomed everyone to the new ‘cottage’ 
year. She is looking forward to serving as 
President.
  Mel shared communications on the ‘Back 
Lot’ development that have been circulated 
between Reeve David Golem and Linda 
Sheppard over the winter. Township Council 
continues to monitor the development, 
including road placement and tree clearing.  
Linda has resigned as a director of LWRA and 
the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) has 
finished their judgment. The case is now 
completely under the jurisdiction of Limerick  
Township Council.
  Linda Sheppard has all the documentation 
from the last 10 years of serving on the OMB 
Committee.  She would like the LWRA to 
obtain the information and keep it in their 
archives. Kimberly Carson and Jan MacKillican 
will obtain the documents from Linda. Once 
obtained, they will catalogue all documents.
MOTION: The standing committee of the 
LWRA “OMB Committee” be disbanded based 
on them achieving their mandate.  
Moved by Alan Coxwell
1st: Ehren McCracken. 2nd Kimberly Carson
MOTION: Role of President of LWRA to 
assume responsibility of correspondence and 
receiving updates from Township Council 
regarding the ‘back lot’ development  
Moved by Kimberly Carson
1st Alan Coxwell. 2nd: Jan MacKillican
2.0 Approval of the Minutes of: September 2, 
2012
MOTION: To approval the minutes of the 
directors meeting from September 2, 2012 – 
Moved by Kimberly Carson
1st:  Alan Coxwell. 2nd: David Horne
3.0 Treasurer’s Report: Mary Argue
Mary was not present to provide report.  
Request report to be sent to directors by email 
for review.
4.0 Recognition of retired Directors – Mel 
Hamilton
Bob Mofford is being recognized as 
Honourable Life Member. Recommendation is 
that both Bob Bennett and Linda Sheppard be 
awarded the same recognition.         MOTION: 
Bob Bennett and Linda Sheppard be named 
Honourable Life Members of the LWRA. 

 Moved by Alan Coxwell
1st: David Horne; 2nd: Kimberly Carson.
5.0 Membership – Mel Hamilton
Director George Offshack has resigned his 
role as membership chair. This role needs 
to be assumed by the directors until a new 
chair is elected.  Kimberly Carson has 
offered to obtain the members’ list from 
George and assume the role until a new 
member agrees to take the responsibility.
6.0  Website – Ehren McCracken
Ehren will obtain the passcodes and 
administration information and update the 
website.  Paypal will be added to the 
website so members can pay their 
memberships on line and pay for the picnic 
on line as well. Follow up with Mary 
Argue to obtain banking information 
Suggestions for content: Links to other 
Ratepayers Associations in the area; 
Newsletter; Picnic update; AGM update; 
Minutes from the Directors’ meetings; 

Historical pictures and content about the 
lakes
7.0  Steenburg Lake Association – Mel 
Hamilton
Request from Steenburg Lake Association 
to form an additional Association for all of 
Hastings County – with Representatives of 
e ach Ra t epaye r s ’ Assoc i a t i on i n 
attendance.  Discussion from Directors 
present concluded that although there are 
some issues that are common to each of us, 
FOCA does most of the communication, an 
additional association is added work.  
Information sharing should be done by 
digital format ie.  Website etc. and meetings 
can be useful around particular times – 
example: Municipal Elections.
8.0 AGM – Mel Hamilton
At the next AGM we would like to invite a 
guest speaker.  

Please see “Guest Speaker” on Page 6

http://www.lwra.ca
http://www.lwra.ca
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Libellula quadrimaculata is your best friend at the cottage

Continued from page 5

In the past two years, the LWRA has had 
guest speakers on Septic Systems and 
Cottage Succession Planning.
Suggestions for 2013: Environment based 
topics such as water levels, fish, 
conservation authority, etc.
Mel will ask the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and the Hunting and Game 
Club for suggestions.
Secretary needs to present slate of 
Directors and their current Terms of 
Service.
9.0 Other Business
Alan Coxwell requests information for 
the Newsletter and the President’s report.
MOTION: To Adjourn at 11:30 (Ed. 
Note: A record ! ... congratulations Mel)
Moved: Kimberly Carson
1st: Jan MacKillican. 2nd Alan Coxwell

Guest speaker for AGM

Without those dragonflies flitting 
around our lakes the scourge of 
mosquitoes and blackflies would keep us 
indoors most of the time. A dragonfly 
can eat food equal to its own weight in 
about 30 minutes. From the time they get 

out of their eggs as little nymphs their 
limbs and mouth yearn for meat and 
seek out prey underwater. They are 
extremely fast swimmers and have a 
hyper-thrust mechanism to give them an 
extra speed-boost when pursuing a 
critter that gives a dragonfly nymph a 
run for its money. For a quick burst of 
speed they eject water from their anal 
opening to act like a jet propulsion 
system. As nymphs, dragonflies eat 
mosquito larvae, other aquatic insects, 
worms and for a little variety even small 
aquatic vertebrates like tiny tadpoles.

Once they are ready to leave their 
aquatic homes, they crawl above the 
water surface, molting to shed their skin 
one last time before they take to the 
skies as elegant dragonflies. Adult 
dragonflies are born rulers of their 
domain and they prove it to just about 
every insect that thinks it can pull a fast 
one on this killing machine. The adult 
dragonfly uses the basket formed by its 
legs to catch insects while flying. Adult 
dragonflies like to eat gnats,  mayflies, 
blackflies, houseflies, mosquitoes and 
other small flying insects, hunting them 
down by plucking them out of thin air 
after quickly out-flying them.

A dragonfly needs to flap its wings a mere 30 
times a minute compared to a mosquito’s 600 times a 
minute and the housefly’s 1000 flaps a minute 
requirement to keep them flying at peak 
maneuverability. Given its low-energy speed 
capability, very, very few insects can escape its 
basket shaped grabbing limbs that it uses to clutch on 
to its prey before crushing the critter into a gooey 
mass with its powerful mandibles and swallowing it.

Fossil species belonging to the Meganeura genus 
were carnivorous insects with wings spreading to 
spans in the range of two-and-a-half feet. Their food 
was other insects and even small amphibians.  If they 
were still alive today, we’d have to constantly watch 
our small pets to be sure they didn’t end up a 
dragonfly’s lunch. Best keep your shitsu inside!

 

http://www.lwra.ca
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Meeting new neighbours ...

Hoping to put some colourful art into cottage windows

Your LWRA invites you to participate in these Events in 2013 …
Second Directors’ Meeting and Annual General Meeting

Canada Day Weekend ~ held at Limerick Lodge, Saturday, June 29 - 9:30 a.m
Directors’ Meeting will be followed at 10:30 by the Annual General Meeting. All welcome.

Civic Day Weekend - Saturday August 3rd, Annual Cottagers’ Picnic & Activities at Limerick Lake Lodge. 
Canoe Races 10 a.m.  Kids’ Fishing Derby. 
  
Sunday August 4, Brian Cofell Memorial Sailboat Races @ 2 p.m. All sailors in any type of sailboat are 
welcome! Race starts just off the south shore, west of the islands. Flags will be used to start the race 
this year. Red - 5 minute warning. Yellow - 2 minute warning. Green - Go!

Third Directors’ meeting - Labour Day - Sunday, September 1, Directors’ Breakfast meeting, 10 a.m.

Bancroft - Jane Kali and Sean Sarty could 
easily fall into that class locally known as 
urban refugees. After years of summer 
camping in the Bancroft area while working 
and living in Toronto they finally decided it 
was now or never if they wanted to escape life 
on the hot asphalt.  To that end they recently 
bought an old farm at 740 Musclow-
Greenview Road, just north of Bancroft, and 
have moved into the community permanently. 
Sean has been a glazier for almost 15 years, 

working mostly in Toronto and Ottawa on 
large stained-leaded glass restoration projects 
such as the Library of Parliament, historical 
buildings and churches. While he still takes on 
such contract jobs they hope to migrate to 
more local work as the years go by.
“We are a working studio,” offers Jane.  “Not 
so much a store front. We moved here just 
over a year ago and are hoping to focus on 
local work like repairing and restoring stained 
glass and heritage windows, as well as 

creating unique designs out of salvaged materials 
such as old sash windows and architectural glass.” 
Between renovating the old farmhouse and 
wrestling a former garden spot back from Mother 
Nature’s grip they have still found time to create a 
comfortable workshop in an old shed just behind 
their farmhouse. From here they fashion old sash 
and glass into works of art for the enhancement of 
any living space.
“We are committed to conservation and the 
principles of heritage sustainability,” notes Sean. 
“We believe that restoration practices preserve the 
integrity and aesthetics of significant glass works. 
We find a great deal of satisfaction in our work 
and our customers appreciate what we can add to 
their living environments at the same time.”
As well as restoration, Sean and Jane create new 
customized designs, often incorporating salvaged 
materials. In the future they expect to create 
smaller pieces that tourists can take home with 
them as a reflection of the local Bancroft 
environment.
“The old glass has a lot of character,” adds Sean. 
“Just the way glass was made so many years ago 
gives it a look and feel that cannot really be 
replicated. I love working with antique glass and 
when the Sun shines through it,  well, let’s just say 
it makes my day.”
If you have an old window which needs 
restoration to its former glory or imagine a new 
piece brightening a cottage window you can 
contact Sean and Jane  at 613 332-4059 or 
seesawstainedglass@gmail.com. Jane Kali and Sean Sarty hold one of their latest stained glass creations.

http://www.lwra.ca
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This Newsletter is published twice a year by the Limerick Waterways Ratepayers’ Association. The intent of  the Newsletter is to keep 

cottagers informed of  the happenings on and around the lakes. The articles and views expressed herein are those of  their authors and not 

necessarily those of  the LWRA or the editor. Comments, articles and suggestions can be directed to: Alan Coxwell at 

alancoxwell@gmail.com or R.R.#3, Stirling, Ontario, K0K 3E0. The next edition of  the LWRA Newsletter will be on December 11, 

2013. You can keep updated all year at our website … www.lwra.ca

LWRA NEWSLETTER

Enclosed are our LWRA Annual Dues of  $50 for 2013 
Please mail your cheque, payable to “Limerick Waterways Ratepayers’ Association”:

c/o: Mary Argue, 71 Victoria Park Ave. Toronto, Ontario,  M4E 3S2

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: ______________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE: ____________________________ CIVIC ADDRESS: _____________________

by Mary Argue

The LWRA recorded a profit of $1,269 for the year ended 
December 31, 2012, down from $2,201 in the prior year. The decrease 
was primarily due to lower revenue from memberships in 2012 as well 
as a small decrease in the surplus earned from the picnic. The expenses 
remained consistent between the years with insurance at $1,008, 
Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) dues of $290 
and Newsletter costs of $589 for two editions being the primary 
expenses of the Association. During 2012 we also incurred legal and 
consulting expenses of $3,068 relating to Limerick Estates Trident 
Development.  These expenses were paid from the Heritage Fund as 
well as a Board Fund set aside for that purpose.  

At December 31, 2012 the cash balance was $8,839, of which 
approximately $2,000 remains set aside for Limerick Estates matters. 
The Heritage Fund was depleted during the year to cover the legal and 
consulting fees. We had accounts payable of $280 relating to the 
December Newsletter and deferred revenue of $150 which relates to 
2013 memberships paid in advance.  

As our only source of revenue is through annual membership fees 
we thank our members and hope you will continue to support the 
Association.  Membership fees are $50 per cottage and can be sent by 
cheque to:  Mary Argue, 71 Victoria Park Ave, Toronto, Ontario, M4E 
3S2. Cash or cheques can be dropped off at my cottage, #135 north 
shore, or at the Annual General Meeting on Saturday, June 29 in the 
Marina Lodge at 10:30 a.m. or at the Picnic on Saturday, August 3.

Treasurer’s Report for 2012

On the May long weekend of 2013 Nia Atieno Sheppard 
Onyango visited Limerick Lake for the first time. She was 
born at 12:50 a.m. on November 1, 2012 in Ottawa to 
Victoria and Charles. Nia (pronounced "NEE-ah") is a 
Swahili name meaning “purpose”. She is the grand-daughter 
of Patrick and Linda Sheppard and represents the 6th 
generation of Walters on Limerick. Sitting happily in one of 
her great-grandparents' old chairs, she obviously loved her 
first trip  to Limerick Lake, especially the motorboat ride! 
Mom is looking forward to spending a lot of time with her at 
the cottage this summer while on maternity leave.
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